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The Cleveland Museum of Art to Present 
The Quilts of Gee’s Bend 


The Quilts of Gee’s Bend 
June 27—-Sept. 12, 2004 
The Cleveland Museum of Art 


The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (Sept. 8 — Nov. 10, 2002); Whitney Museum of 
American Art, New York City (Nov. 21, 2002 — March 2, 2003); Mobile Museum of 
Art (June 14 — Aug. 31, 2003); Milwaukee Art Museum (Sept. 27, 2003 — Jan. 4, 
2004); The Corcoran Gallery of Art (Feb. 14— May 17, 2004); Chrysler Museum of 
Art (Oct. 15, 2004 — Jan. 2, 2005); Memphis Brooks Museum of Art (Feb. 13 — May 
8, 2005); Boston Museum of Fine Arts (June — Aug. 2005); High Museum of Art 
(Fall/Winter 2005). 


Admission is $8 for adults; $7 for seniors and college students; $4 for students ages 6 
to 18; free for CMA members and children five and under. 


The quilts in this exhibition are drawn from the collection of Tinwood Alliance, a 
non-profit foundation founded for the support of African-American vernacular art 
and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. This is the first major exhibition to feature 
women artists from the all-black community of Gee’s Bend, Ala. 


Seventy works by four generations of African-American women engaged in the 
traditional art of quilting from the isolated community of Gee’s Bend, Ala. will be on 
view. Examining these works gives a rare look at a group of 45 20"-century closely 
connected artists whose use of motifs, techniques and textiles both change and endure 
through the decades. The quilts in this exhibition represent artists who took fabrics 
from their everyday lives—corduroy, denim, cotton sheets and well-worn clothing— 
and fashioned them into compositions that more closely resemble modernist abstract 
paintings than familiar quilt patterns. Most of the quilts in the exhibition are 
considered to be piece, strip or patchwork. 


The exhibition will also present an in-depth history of Gee’s Bend, Ala., with 
contemporary and historical photographs of the community; many photographed by 
Arthur Rothstein and Marion Post Wolcott in the 1930s for the Resettlement 
Administration program. A 20-minute video on the area of Gee’s Bend, Ala., and its 
quilters will be on view. 


This exhibition has been organized by the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston and 
Tinwood Alliance, Atlanta. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support 


from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 


The installation of this exhibition in Cleveland is curated by Cleveland Museum of 
Art Curator of Textiles and Islamic Art Louise Mackie. 
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Publication 190-page catalogue (Tinwood Books, 2002) with 195 illustrations, including 162 in 
color illustrate quilts featured in this exhibition and photographs from the 1930s of 
Gee’s Bend, Ala. It provides an historical overview of the community, its people and 
their art-making style. 


Information For more information about the Cleveland Museum of Art and its events, call 
1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


Media Contact Julie Limpach, Media Relations Coordinator 
Ph: (216) 707-2261; Fax: (216) 229-5095; jlimpach @clevelandart.org. 
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